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CAIS Yunnan Summer Academy Program:
Chinese Language and Minority Cultures
Chinese American International School

Center for Cultural Learning and Development

Kunming, China

Student Application

Eligibility

· Aged 13-18 at the start of the program

· Enrolled in high school with GPA of 2.5 or higher on 4.0 scale. Current 8th grade students welcome to apply!
· Advanced level of Chinese (OPI: intermediate mid or above). 

Selection Criteria for Student Participants

· Academic achievement

· Interest in Chinese language and culture

· Language skills; interest in applying language skills in future academic/work careers

· Demonstrated leadership potential 

· Verbal and written communication skills

· Applicants of diverse ethnicities, cultures, religions, socioeconomic positions, and genders are encouraged to apply

Participant Expectations

· Complete all assignments before, during, and after the trip
· Obtain a passport if you do not yet have one
· June 20-21, 2015: Participate in the two-day pre-departure orientation in the San Francisco Bay Area 
· June 26 – July 26, 2015: Travel to Kunming for the Yunnan Academy Program. Complete all assignments and Independent Study Project (ISP).
· Subsequent to trip: Create presentation and poster for “China Night” program, participate in all follow-on activities; continue language study.
Please complete the following application and also send:
· 1 letter of recommendation. If including more, at least one letter must be from a teacher.
· Proof of advanced Chinese level. Include at least one of the following: 
· Graded writing assignment.
· OPI score report
· WPT score report
· Short video (1 minute) of you responding in Chinese to the question: What do you hope to get out of the Yunnan Academy Academy program?
Send the completed application and attachments via email to:
Jonas Crimm, International Programs Coordinator, Chinese American International School

j_crimm@cais.org
In the email subject line, please write "YSA Application: (STUDENT NAME)."
Deadline: Friday, February 27, 2015. Please contact Jonas Crimm directly if application will be late. Supplemental materials (recommendation/proof of Chinese) can be submitted after due date.

CAIS Yunnan Summer Academy Program:

Chinese Language and Minority Cultures
Chinese American International School
Center for Cultural Learning and Development

Kunming, China

Student Application Form

	I: Applicant Information

	1. Personal and Family Information

	a. Full name (exactly as it would appear on passport, First Middle Last)
	

	b. Parent/guardian name(s)
	i. 
	ii: 

	c. Gender (circle or mark with X)
	                          Male                          Female                      Other

	d. Date of birth (MM/DD/YYYY)
	

	e. Place of birth (city, country)
	

	f. Citizenship 
	

	g. Do you have a passport valid through 12/26/2015?
	

	2. Your Contact Information

	a. Home address
	

	b. City/state/zip
	

	c. Your email
	

	d. Your cell phone
	

	e. Parent email(s)
	

	f. Parent phone(s)
	

	e. Home phone
	

	3. School Information

	a. School name
	

	b. Current year in school
	

	c. Expected month/year of graduation (MM/YYYY)
	

	d. School address 
	

	e. School telephone
	

	II: Long Answer: Please answer the following questions in paragraphs.

	1. Why are you interested in the Yunnan Academy Program?

	

	2. Why are you interested in studying (or continuing to study) Chinese?

	

	3. What sets you apart from other applicants for this program? What will you contribute to the group?

	

	4. What are some challenges that you anticipate on this trip, and how might you manage them?

	

	5. Please write a short abstract describing what you hope to study for your Independent Study Project. This should be a Yunnan-related topic and not overly politically sensitive. Please do some research on Yunnan before answering this question! The abstract you write below will NOT determine what your project might become; this is simply a starting point for thinking about what you will study.

	

	6. Please describe your China-related experience, including: language study, time/experience in greater China cultural region, cultural activities/study, etc. If you have been to China, please describe where/when and what the trip was for.

	

	7. Additional comments/information.

	


